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we go with our loan.' The chilkana is the discount
taken when the loan is made. That this is commonly
done was confirmed later by an Arora who came to
see me.

[13 MILES]

February yd. SHUJABAD to KHANGARH
It seemed colder than ever last night, and the cold woke
me more than once. Whenever I woke I heard the dron-
ing lullaby of the Persian wheel. Hardy, indeed, must
the Punjab peasant be both in winter and in summer.

One of those who rode with me to-day was a pir. In Possessed
deference to his father he gave up piri-mureedi five or
six years ago. There is no doubt that the best opinion
of the countryside emphatically condemns piri-mureedi.
My companion said he had known only one good pir,
and this pir had never tried to cast out jinns. Twice he
had seen pirs trying to cast them out of women. On the
first occasion, a woman who believed herself possessed
was sleeping on a bed inside a shrine. 'The pir beat her
as she slept with a stick, and as she did not waken, it
was clear that the jinn was still there. The pir then
heated a gridiron (chol) and was preparing to apply it
to her neck, when she prudently sat up and asked for
some water. Her husband inquired her name, and as
she gave it correctly, it was now clear the jinn had left
her. The second case was the wife of a carpenter. The
pir made her stand up and slapped her hard, and
the jinn, evidently a sensitive fellow, left her at once.
The local chronicle describes the process of casting
out jinns in somewhat greater detaiL The possessed
women 'take their seats and begin to sway their
bodies backwards and forwards, gradually increasing
in violence. The excitement is kept up by a drum being
played. The khalifa (or pir) goes round and lashes the
women with a whip, and pours scented oil on them. As
each woman gets weary, the khalifa pronounces some
words and sprinkles a little water over hen The jinn